Skin tube reconstruction for esophageal defect due to postoperative complication.
The occurrence of esophageal conduit necrosis after esophagectomy in patients with esophageal cancer is rare, but it is associated with severe and fatal complications, and the subsequent surgical reconstruction required by such patients is challenging. We reconstructed the esophagus using a skin tube prepared from a myocutaneous flap of the anterior chest wall in a patient whose entire thoracic esophagus was missing due to reconstructed conduit necrosis after surgery for esophageal cancer. Four years after skin tube reconstruction, the patient remains free of cancer recurrence with good oral intake and has resumed routine activities. Thus, the skin tube is considered very useful for salvage esophageal reconstruction.